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Refer^ng next to the charge of disloyalty, Pherozeshah main-
tained that in its keen solicitude for the safety and permanence of
the Empire, in which lay implanted the roots of the welfare, the
prosperity and good government of the country, the Congress was
more loyal than Anglo-Indians themselves. He concluded his address
by paying a graceful tribute to Mr. Bradlaugh and offering a hearty
welcome to him on behalf of the Congress.
The speech was well received. " The whole assembly laughed and
cheered and clapped their hands with an excited delight, which
showed how they echoed the sentiments expressed by the speaker,"
Such demonstrations by themselves, perhaps, do not mean much. No
superlative effort is required to rouse an audience charged with
emotion; various circumstances lend adventitious aid. But the speech
earned the appreciation of a wider public, and the papers next
morning spoke of it as an eloquent and vigorous pronouncement.
There was criticism, of course, of the point of view of the speaker,
and of the distinguished President who followed him. One journal,
by no means unsympathetic towards Indian national aspirations,
remarked:
Mr. Pherozeshah Mehta yesterday spoke very confidently of the
national spirit whose growth had been fostered by the Congress,
and Sir William Wedderburn described the aims of the move-
ment to be to revive the national spirit of the country. It was
fortunate for both gentlemen that there was no advocatus diaboli
at hand to ask them to define the meaning of the word. There
never was a time when the term national had any other than a
local meaning in India.
Two incidents in connection with this memorable Congress must
be noticed here. One was an address to Mr. Bradlaugh on behalf of
the Congress, in terms of a resolution moved by Pherozeshah on the
second day of the session in response to a widespread desire. The
drafting had been entrusted to Mr. W. C Bonnerji, Mr. Adam and
himself. The address was presented in the Congress Hall after die
close of the session, in the presence of a vast gathering, which in-
cluded a large number of members of the European community,